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KINGS WALDEN PARISH 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The Annual Parish Meeting was held in the Village Hall, Breachwood Green 10am – 2pm on 22nd May 2022 

Present: Cllr Paul Harman (Chairman, Kings Walden Parish Council), Cllr Amanda King, Cllr Brenda James, Cllr Martin 
Mulgrew, Cllr Chamberlin, District Cllr Claire Strong, Sara Smith, Christine Farr, Jackie Johnson, Chris Dehnert, Andrew 
Spyrou, Keeley Pate, 7 electors and the Clerk: Lisa Lathane 

1. Chairman’s report 

The chairman introduced members of the parish council and gave a report on the activities of the parish council 
(attached). 

2. District Council Report 

Claire Strong reported to the meeting: 

• This year the council started the process of ward boundary changes and going forward will move to all 
out elections in 2024 once the new wards have been agreed and thereafter will have elections every 4 
years. The council will change its number of councillors from 49 to probably 50. During the next year I 
expect the proposed new wards to go out for consultation.  

• On tackling climate change the council has given away 10,000 trees, installed solar panels on the council 
office roof and looking at other projects to reduce the carbon footprint.  

• The local plan is still awaiting its inspectors report. The land supply is now just over 1 year and building is 
behind where it should be. Planning applications for some of the strategic sites are now coming forward 
for approval despite there being no approval plan and where these are on green belt land these will be 
referred to the secretary of state.  

• After the elections the council's administration remains a labour / liberal Democrat coalition. 
Appointments to committees will be made at our annual council meeting at the end of May. 

• The Southern Rural Committee is still able to award grants to community groups for projects.   

 

3. Community Reports 

a. Breachwood Green Baptist Church 
Sara Smith read out a report by Christine Farr, please see the attached report. 

b. St Mary’s Church 
Sara Smith discussed the activities of St Mary’s Church, please see the attached report. 

c. Stopsley Sharks 
Chris Dehnert spoke to the meeting about the Stopsley Sharks. 

• The Stopsley Sharks took over using the Recreation Ground from Someries Football Club 

• The club has children from aged 4 to aged 13 currently. 

• Matches are scheduled so that only one takes place at a time to reduce the need for car parking spaces 

• The club are keen to help out the village wherever it can and get involved in community events 

d. Youth Club 
Andrew Spyrou gave a report on the Youth Club 

• The club runs on a Tuesday evening between 6-8pm. 

• Attendees are between 15-20 children a week 

• Andrew now has another Youth Worker working alongside him. 

e. Women’s Institute 
Jackie Johnson of the WI talked about their activities, her report is attached. 

f. Breachwood Green Pre-School 
Keeley Pate discussed Breachwood Green Pre-School. 

• The Pre-School has had a completely new teaching team in the last few months. 
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• The committee has been working hard to improve the Pre-School including creating an outdoor space 
that can be used 24/7 by the children.  Grants are being applied for to purchase a canopy for the outdoor 
area. 

• Training for all staff is a priority to make the team the best it can be. 

g. Village Hall 
Lisa Lathane, the clerk, read out a report provided by Dave McNeilly of the Village Hall Committee. 

• The Village Hall Committee have recently carried out decoration works and lighting upgrades to the main 
hall.  They hope within the next couple of months to have all hall lights upgraded to Led units in turn 
helping with their carbon footprint. 

• They are also looking at creating a disabled parking bay to the front area and improving the entrance 
path. 

• Bookings have been slowly coming in which is very positive and group activities are showing promise. 

• Our long-term pre-school group are working very hard on fund raising for various projects and the Village 
Hall Committee are supporting where they can. 

• We have very recently after months of looking found a local cleaner to help support the hall facility.  

h. Breachwood Green CIC 
Lisa Lathane, the clerk, read out a report provided by Joe Graziano of Breachwood Green CIC. 

• The charity has been focussed in the last year on litter picking, enhancing environment and speeding road 
issues 

• Approximately 4 skips worth of rubbish and debris has been collected from verges/bushes and the roads 
in the parish. 

• The charity has planted 250 trees. 

 

There followed an informal session with tea, coffee and cake, where residents could speak with Parish Councillors. 

The meeting closed at 2pm. 

 

 

Adopted: Signature: ______________________________   Date:    20th June 2022 



 

 

Chairman’s Report for the Annual Parish Meeting 
May 2022 

Your Parish Council. What we do and who we are 
 
Can you help us change our community for the better?  
We still have one vacancy for a Parish Councillor for the Kings Walden ward.  Please talk to us if 
you are interested. You will find all our contact details on the website, www.kwpc.org.uk 
 
What we do:  
We make decisions on behalf of the people who live in the parish. We are responsible for 
managing and spending the money the Parish Council receives, the bulk of which comes out of the 
Council Tax you pay to North Herts District Council. In the last financial year, our income from this 
precept was £29307, which works out at about £70 per year per Band D house. The money is 
largely spent on maintaining community facilities such as the recreation grounds and play areas in 
Ley Green and Breachwood Green, the Youth Club in Breachwood Green, benches and bus stops. 
We also give grants to community groups. The Parish Council’s powers are limited. However, we 
can influence and negotiate with organisations who do make decisions, such as the District and 
County Councils and the airport. Parish Council Meetings usually take place on the third Monday 
of the month, at 7.30pm.  We meet in Breachwood Green Village Hall.  There are no meetings in 
August or December. These meetings are held in public so please do feel free to come along.  
 
Your Parish Council, who we are:  
 
We are very sad to have lost one of our team this year.  Cllr David Bennett died on 23rd April, 
just weeks after being diagnosed with an inoperable brain tumour. 
David served the Council for nearly seven years, having been co-opted in May 2015.  David 
represented the Ley Green ward and was a valued member of the community.  Always fair and 
equitable, he was a conduit for the views and needs of Ley Green residents.  Each year, when we 
were setting the budget for the new financial year, he would be strongly against increasing the 
precept, arguing that the Council should not add to the financial burden of residents. 
 
The Council is delighted to welcome a new member of the team: Cllr Maria McCann team to 
represent Kings Walden: Maria lives in Kings Walden and used to run the wedding business at 
Lodge Farm.  We are already making use of her skills in organising the Breachwood Platinum 
Jubliee on Saturday  4th June. 
 
The rest of the Council comprises 
 
• Paul Harman (Chair) lives in Breachwood Green and is a full-time policeman 
• Amanda King (Vice-Chair) lives in Breachwood Green and works part-time managing the 

counselling Service at Watford Women’s Centre.  She has two sons in Year 7 at Hitchin Boys. 
• Jon Chamberlin lives in Breachwood Green and runs a family agricultural business.  He also has 

a son in Year 7 at Hitchin Boys. 
• Joe Graziano lives n Breachwood Green and works part-time as a home improvement and 

energy manager for Age Concern Luton and is also doing a freelance consultancy role as 
Director of Customer Experience at Naples International Airport. 

• Martin Mulgrew lives in Breachwood Green and is a full-time barrister. 
• Brenda James lives in Breachwood Green and works full-time as an accountant 



 

 

• Lisa Lathane, the Parish Clerk, has two daughters at The Priory and lives in Kings Walden.  She 
is also the Parish Clerk at Preston Parish Council 

 
Luton Airport 
Airport Committee: We have an airport committee to maximise the Parish Council’s resources, 
increase knowledge and ensure a cohesive and streamlined response to airport issues. This 
consists of Cllr Joe Graziano and Breachwood Green resident, Andrew Mills-Baker. 
London Luton Airport Consultative Committee (LLACC): The Parish Council is a full member with 
voting rights and Cllr Joe Graziano is our representative. 
Airport Expansion from 18m to 19m  passengers per annum: Luton Borough Council approved 
this in January, but it has been ‘called in ‘by the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and 
Communities, Michael Gove.  This means that he will make a determination on this application. 
Airport Expansion to 32m passengers per annum by 2043 and the building of Terminal 2 on 
Wigmore Valley Park.  Luton Rising (the new name for the airport operating company) opened a 
public consultation on these plans (8th February to 4th April).  To ensure our response accurately 
reflected residents views, we conducted a survey. The vast majority were against airport 
expansion and we used residents’ comments too inform our objection response to the airport 
consultation.  
FASI Future Airspace Strategy Implementation South (FASI-S).  Cllr Joe Graziano attended an 
online meeting on 22nd February .  We are in Northholt, LDN Standsted, Heathrow shared 
airspace.  There are certain rules which can’t be changed, e.g. flying south over Northolt and over 
the Gliding Club at Dunstable Downs.  Our provisional success is the submission of a request for 15 
degree track change which means aircraft turning 15 degrees at 9,000 feet right (3 miles) avoiding 
Breachwood Green .  The final decision will be given by the Civil Aviation Authority in 2024. 

Highways 
Welcome to Breachwood Green signs:  These have just been installed, thanks to the dedication 
and perseverance of Cllr Joe Graziano who has spent the past three years trying to get 
Hertfordshire County Council Highways department to install these. 
Speeding: We are part of the Police Commissioner’s Community DriveSafe scheme. This means 
that registered volunteers can use speed guns to monitor the speed of passing cars. The 
information is passed on to the police and speeding drivers could receive a warning letter. The last 
speed monitoring done in f you’d like to be part of this, please contact Joe Graziano or the Clerk. 
We have sites registered in Ley Green and Kings Walden as well as in Breachwood Green, but as 
yet, no volunteers from these areas.   
Road Safety: We continue to follow-up on measures to improve local road safety. 
 
Breachwood Green Village Hall  
Car Park: a new high car park barrier has been purchased and installed to allow the car park to be 
used at all time, increasing the safety of users and reducing road congestion. 
Projector & Screen: these will be purchased and installed prior to the Platinum Jubilee film shows 
on Saturday 4th June. 

Youth Club, Youth Hut, Breachwood Green 
The Youth Club reopened, post Covid in August 2021.  It closes in the winter and reopened on 29th 
March.  It runs on Tuesdays 6-8pm for children aged 7 plus (younger children can also attend if 
accompanied by a parent.) Entry costs £2. The children have an opportunity to meet up with their 
friends, play games, and to buy tuck. The Parish Council has recently employed an assistant to 
support the Youth Leader, Andrew Spyrou. 



 

 

Play Areas and Recreation Grounds 
In Ley Green, we have purchased and installed a new kissing gate into the adjacent field to allow 
access to pushchairs and wheel chairs.  The Parish Council has also purchased a marquee for Ley 
Green community events. 
In Breachwood Green, the Parish Council granted a licence for the football season to Stopsley 
Sharks junior football team. 

Ley Green Noticeboard a new noticeboard has been purchased which will be shortly installed out-
side the shop, making it easier and safer for people to both post and read notices. 

Planning 
Bailey’s Farm Close: Following concern from Breachwood residents, the owner of the site, Cube 
Metals addressed the March Parish Council meeting and answered questions.  Work on the site is 
currently on hold pending planning approvals.s 

Grants 
The council has a grants budget which is available for community groups for future projects and 
events. The forms are on the website (www.kwpc.org.uk). The process is not difficult, and we can 
help you with the forms if needed. We also encourage applicants to come along to a Parish Council 
meeting to tell us about their project. We do want to help and we are quite friendly. Over the past 
year the following grants have been awarded: to Breachwood Green Pre-School 
• £641 towards the installation of a permanent outside canopy to allow the outside space to be 

used by the children all year round, whatever the weather. 
• £200 towards the repair of the outdoor storage facility enabling the storage of outdoor play 

equipment 

Notice Boards 
The dilapidated notice board on The Heath was refurbished and re-sited in the bus shelter.  Please 
feel free to use the right had side of this notice board, and the one opposite the Red Lion to 
publicise community events and information.  Please don’t forget to post community events on 
the notice board in Ley Green, opposite the shop, as well as on the two boards in Breachwood 
Green. 

Gateway Features 
We are continuing to work with Highways on this. 

Parish Council Website, www.kwpc.org.uk 
Please check out our new website and if you’d like to list your business or event, please contact 
the clerk. If you have an interest in the history of the parish, please have a look at the history 
pages; we’d be interested in your comments, additions or photos. 
 
In the meantime, if you have any questions, concerns or suggestions for the Parish Council, please 
contact the Clerk, Lisa Lathane, email: clerk@kwpc.org.uk, mobile: 07887 875442; or the 
Chairman, Amanda King, mobile: 07989 382321. 

http://www.kwpc.org.uk/
mailto:clerk@kwpc.org.uk


Breachwood Green Baptist Church - Report to Parish Council Annual Meeting – 22nd May 2022 
 
Just some background for any of you who are new to the village.  The Baptist Church was formed in the 
village in 1825.  The current Chapel, which is Grade II listed, was built in 1905 to replace a smaller Chapel.  
The school-room at the back dates from 1893. 
 
We are gradually getting back to normal after the pandemic and have been able to hold some of our usual 
events.  We held our annual harvest thanksgiving and open afternoons last September, which raised £266 
for Keech Hospice and £110.00 for Tools with a Mission.  In October we held our annual sale, which raised 
£746.00 for our own funds – this is the only event we hold which raises money towards the upkeep of the 
Chapel, all our other events raise money for various charities.  We were very pleased to be joined by 
friends from St Mary’s at our annual toy and gift service at the end of November.  This raised £100.00 for 
the Salvation Army in Luton and we also sent a car load of toys and gifts.  In March we held a bring and 
buy sale at our Coffee Club, which raised £800.00 for the DEC Ukrainian Humanitarian appeal. 
 
There is lots of interaction between the Chapel and St Mary’s.  The toy and gift service and Christingle 
services alternate between the 2 churches.  The Bible study group has members from the parish churches 
in Kings Walden, Offley, Lilley and the Chapel.  The World Day of Prayer rotates between the churches in 
the benefice of Kings Walden and the Chapel.  We are planning to hold a joint service to celebrate the 
Queen’s platinum jubilee.  One of the members of the congregation at Offley takes services for us at the 
Chapel. 
 
We hold Coffee Clubs on a 3 week rotating basis.  These are very relaxed, everyone sits around and chats, 
and the attendees are mostly people who live the village or used to, but not all of whom attend Church.  
We have over 400 books and several jigsaws which can be borrowed during Coffee Clubs. We also have a 
Café church a few times a year and there are several people who come to these who don’t attend our 
normal services. These services are very informal – we have coffee on arrival, people can either do a craft 
or go into the vestry for bible study, then we all meet up for a short service, followed by more coffee and 
refreshments. 
 
Our services are led by lay preachers and usually once a month by our Moderator, Rev Stephen Copson. 
We are a small congregation but very friendly and meet after the service for coffee in the school room.   
Our congregation is made up of different age groups and people from different Christian denominations.  
Everybody is welcome at our services, whether they are able to attend regularly or very occasionally.  At 
the moment we have a lady from Brazil who comes to services - although she speaks very little English, 
she enjoys the fellowship she finds with us. 



St Mary’s Church Report for Kings Walden Parish Annual Meeting 

Firstly on behalf of St Mary’s thank you to the parish council for all that you do in serving the 

local community and I also thank Lisa for accommodating me so that I can give my report now 

and still go to church this morning. 

I am speaking on behalf of the vicar, Terrance Bell as he is taking services this morning. My 

name is Sara Smith and I am a lay reader in the church which means I can take some services 

and offer pastoral care and be a link between the community and the vicar. 

Terrance is vicar of three churches, Offley, Lilley as well as Kings Walden so some of the 

activities are shared by all three churches. As Christine has already mentioned we have close 

links with the Baptist Church and support each other – we are all part of the same Christian 

family. 

Whether you attend a church or not, we are here for everyone in the parish, for example 

those major life events, like baptisms, weddings and funerals. 

The main service at St Mary’s, Kings Walden is at 11.15am, to which all are welcome. During 

the week we have a ZOOM morning prayer and Christine mentioned the Bible study group, 

which has continued on ZOOM, partly because we have had members joining us from 

Overseas. No prior knowledge of the Bible is required, just come and enjoy an hour with 

plenty of lively discussion. 

Provision for the younger age group is primarily through Messy Church, once a month, at 

Offley. Messy Church is an informal time with crafts relating to a bible story as well as food. 

Adults are welcome without children and they are well catered for with coffee and pastries! 

Every so often we run a series of discussions (Alpha) on what Christians believe. Sometimes 

people use it as a refresher course or a place to explore faith issues. If you are interested, 

please ask. 

Because of Covid, social events have been fewer but a Harvest supper was held and the 

Summer Fete will resume this year on July 10th in the field next to the hall at Kings Walden. 

As I said earlier the church is here for everyone in the parish. You are welcome. There is a 

pastoral care team and if you have a question or want to talk with someone, please contact 

Terrance (014632 768123). 

 



Women’s Institute Report for Annual Parish Meeting 

As with all clubs and societies we have had a rather difficult couple of years due to the Covid 
pandemic.  
 
During this time we did manage to hold an occasional zoom meeting in order to stay in touch, 
although a very wonderful thing to be able to do, there is nothing like meeting together in 
person. 
 
It has been a slow return for us at the WI, but we have now been meeting in our pre pandemic 
way for a few months. The only change (which we are currently trialing) is that we have been 
meeting in the afternoon rather than the evening. 
 
We hold our monthly meetings in the Village Hall on the 2nd Thursday of each month – 
between 2.30pm and 4.30pm. 
 
We enjoy a varied programme, as a rule, with either an invited speaker – where we invariably 
learn about a new subject or organisation, every day is a school day they say -  or we hold an 
informal get together organised by the committee either relating to a craft subject or we have 
quizzes and games. Everything concludes with tea, coffee, biscuits and cake…..  
 
We are lucky to have amongst us members that have lived in the village for a long time and 
during our informal meetings they give us an insight into to how things were in the village in 
years gone by. 
 
As in previous years we are planning to hold our usual annual events, which will include an 
Afternoon Tea in June and a BBQ in July. 
 
In August we have an outing to a place of interest – a house or garden. 
 
In November we celebrate our WI birthday, this year it will be 93 years. 
 
This WI belongs to a group of 5 WI’s within our area, and we have group meetings once or 
twice a year where there is a speaker and refreshments and a chance to chat with other 
members. 
 
We are a happy group of friends, as can be heard when we have our social time at the end of 
our meetings. We would love to welcome new members so that this WI can continue to grow 
and reach its 100th birthday.  
  
 
 

 

 



 

 

Chair’s Report for the Annual Parish Meeting 
May 2022 

Your Parish Council. What we do and who we are 
 
Can you help us change our community for the better?  
We still have one vacancy for a Parish Councillor for the Kings Walden ward.  Please talk to us if you 
are interested. You will find all our contact details on the website, www.kwpc.org.uk 
 
What we do:  
We make decisions on behalf of the people who live in the parish. We are responsible for managing 
and spending the money the Parish Council receives, the bulk of which comes out of the Council Tax 
you pay to North Herts District Council. In the last financial year, our income from this precept was 
£29307, which works out at about £70 per year per Band D house. The money is largely spent on 
maintaining community facilities such as the recreation grounds and play areas in Ley Green and 
Breachwood Green, the Youth Club in Breachwood Green, benches and bus stops. We also give 
grants to community groups. The Parish Council’s powers are limited. However, we can influence 
and negotiate with organisations who do make decisions, such as the District and County Councils 
and the airport. Parish Council Meetings usually take place on the third Monday of the month, at 
7.30pm.  We meet in Breachwood Green Village Hall.  There are no meetings in August or December. 
These meetings are held in public so please do feel free to come along.  
 
Your Parish Council, who we are:  
 
We are very sad to have lost one of our team this year.  Cllr David Bennett died on 23rd April, just 
weeks after being diagnosed with an inoperable brain tumour. 
David served the Council for nearly seven years, having been co-opted in May 2015.  David 
represented the Ley Green ward and was a valued member of the community.  Always fair and 
equitable, he was a conduit for the views and needs of Ley Green residents.  Each year, when we 
were setting the budget for the new financial year, he would be strongly against increasing the 
precept, arguing that the Council should not add to the financial burden of residents. 
 
The Council is delighted to welcome a new member of the team: Cllr Maria McCann team to 
represent Kings Walden: Maria lives in Kings Walden and used to run the wedding business at Lodge 
Farm.  We are already making use of her skills in organising the Breachwood Platinum Jubilee on 
Saturday 4th June. 
 
The rest of the Council comprises 
 
• Paul Harman (Chair) lives in Breachwood Green and is a full-time policeman. 
• Amanda King (Vice-Chair) lives in Breachwood Green and works part-time managing the 

counselling Service at Watford Women’s Centre.  She has two sons in Year 7 at Hitchin Boys. 
• Jon Chamberlin lives in Breachwood Green and runs a family agricultural business.  He also has 

a son in Year 7 at Hitchin Boys. 
• Joe Graziano lives in Breachwood Green and works part-time as a home improvement and 

energy manager for Age Concern Luton and is also doing a freelance consultancy role as Director 
of Customer Experience at Naples International Airport. 

• Martin Mulgrew lives in Breachwood Green and is a full-time barrister. 
• Brenda James lives in Breachwood Green and works full-time as an accountant. 



 

 

• Maria Cann lives in Kings Walden and previously ran Lodge Farm as a livery and wedding venue. 
• Lisa Lathane, the Parish Clerk, has two daughters in Years 11 and 8 at The Priory, and lives in 

Kings Walden.  She is also the Parish Clerk at Preston Parish Council 
 
Luton Airport 
Airport Committee: We have an airport committee to maximise the Parish Council’s resources, 
increase knowledge and ensure a cohesive and streamlined response to airport issues. This consists 
of Cllr Joe Graziano and Breachwood Green resident, Andrew Mills-Baker. 
London Luton Airport Consultative Committee (LLACC): The Parish Council is a full member with 
voting rights and Cllr Joe Graziano is our representative. 
Airport Expansion from 18m to 19m passengers per annum: Luton Borough Council approved this 
in January, but it has been ‘called in ‘by the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and 
Communities, Michael Gove.  This means that he will make a determination on this application. 
Airport Expansion to 32m passengers per annum by 2043 and the building of Terminal 2 on 
Wigmore Valley Park.  Luton Rising (the new name for the airport operating company) opened a 
public consultation on these plans (8th February to 4th April).  To ensure our response accurately 
reflected residents views, we conducted a survey. The vast majority were against airport expansion 
and we used residents’ comments to inform our objection response to the airport consultation.  
FASI Future Airspace Strategy Implementation South (FASI-S).  Cllr Joe Graziano attended an online 
meeting on 22nd February.  We are in Northholt, LDN Stansted, Heathrow shared airspace.  There 
are certain rules which can’t be changed, e.g., flying south over Northolt and over the Gliding Club 
at Dunstable Downs.  Our provisional success is the submission of a request for 15-degree track 
change which means aircraft turning 15 degrees at 9,000 feet right (3 miles) avoiding Breachwood 
Green.  The final decision will be given by the Civil Aviation Authority in 2024. 

Highways 
Welcome to Breachwood Green signs:  These have just been installed, thanks to the dedication and 
perseverance of Cllr Joe Graziano who has spent the past three years trying to get Hertfordshire 
County Council Highways department to install these. 
Speeding: We are part of the Police Commissioner’s Community DriveSafe scheme. This means that 
registered volunteers can use speed guns to monitor the speed of passing cars. The information is 
passed on to the police and speeding drivers could receive a warning letter. The last speed 
monitoring done in f you’d like to be part of this, please contact Joe Graziano or the Clerk. We have 
sites registered in Ley Green and Kings Walden as well as in Breachwood Green, but as yet, no 
volunteers from these areas.   
Road Safety: We continue to follow-up on measures to improve local road safety. 
 
Breachwood Green Village Hall  
Car Park: a new high car park barrier has been purchased and installed to allow the car park to be 
used at all time, increasing the safety of users and reducing road congestion. 
Projector & Screen: these will be purchased and installed for potential film evenings and for 
information sharing in meetings. 

Youth Club, Youth Hut, Breachwood Green 
The Youth Club reopened, post Covid in August 2021.  It closes in the winter and reopened on 29th 
March.  It runs on Tuesdays 6-8pm for children aged 7 plus (younger children can also attend if 
accompanied by a parent.) Entry costs £2. The children have an opportunity to meet up with their 
friends, play games, and to buy tuck. The Parish Council has recently employed an assistant to 
support the Youth Leader, Andrew Spyrou. 



 

 

Play Areas and Recreation Grounds 

In Ley Green, we have purchased and installed a new kissing gate into the adjacent field to allow 
access to pushchairs and wheel chairs.  The Parish Council has also purchased a marquee for Ley 
Green community events. 

In Breachwood Green, the Parish Council granted a licence for the football season to Stopsley Sharks 
junior football team. 

Ley Green Noticeboard a new noticeboard has been purchased which will be shortly installed out-
side the shop, making it easier and safer for people to both post and read notices. 

Planning 
Bailey’s Farm Close: Following concern from Breachwood residents, the owner of the site, Cube 
Metals addressed the March Parish Council meeting and answered questions.  Work on the site is 
currently on hold pending planning approvals. 

Grants 
The council has a grants budget which is available for community groups for future projects and 
events. The forms are on the website (www.kwpc.org.uk). The process is not difficult, and we can 
help you with the forms if needed. We also encourage applicants to come along to a Parish Council 
meeting to tell us about their project. We do want to help and we are quite friendly. Over the past 
year the following grants have been awarded: to Breachwood Green Pre-School 
• £641 towards the installation of a permanent outside canopy to allow the outside space to be 

used by the children all year round, whatever the weather. 
• £200 towards the repair of the outdoor storage facility enabling the storage of outdoor play 

equipment 

Notice Boards 
The dilapidated notice board on The Heath was refurbished and re-sited in the bus shelter.  Please 
feel free to use the right had side of this notice board, and the one opposite the Red Lion to publicise 
community events and information.  Please don’t forget to post community events on the notice 
board in Ley Green, opposite the shop, as well as on the two boards in Breachwood Green. 

Parish Council Website, www.kwpc.org.uk 
Please check out our new website and if you’d like to list your business or event, please contact the 
clerk. If you have an interest in the history of the parish, please have a look at the history pages; 
we’d be interested in your comments, additions or photos. 
 
In the meantime, if you have any questions, concerns or suggestions for the Parish Council, please 
contact the Clerk, Lisa Lathane, email: clerk@kwpc.org.uk, mobile: 07887 875442; or the Chair, Paul 
Harman, email: Cllr_Paul_Harman@kwpc.org.uk, mobile: 07935530671. 



Breachwood Green Baptist Church - Report to Parish Council Annual Meeting – 22nd May 2022 
 
Just some background for any of you who are new to the village.  The Baptist Church was formed in the 
village in 1825.  The current Chapel, which is Grade II listed, was built in 1905 to replace a smaller Chapel.  
The school-room at the back dates from 1893. 
 
We are gradually getting back to normal after the pandemic and have been able to hold some of our usual 
events.  We held our annual harvest thanksgiving and open afternoons last September, which raised £266 
for Keech Hospice and £110.00 for Tools with a Mission.  In October we held our annual sale, which raised 
£746.00 for our own funds – this is the only event we hold which raises money towards the upkeep of the 
Chapel, all our other events raise money for various charities.  We were very pleased to be joined by 
friends from St Mary’s at our annual toy and gift service at the end of November.  This raised £100.00 for 
the Salvation Army in Luton and we also sent a car load of toys and gifts.  In March we held a bring and 
buy sale at our Coffee Club, which raised £800.00 for the DEC Ukrainian Humanitarian appeal. 
 
There is lots of interaction between the Chapel and St Mary’s.  The toy and gift service and Christingle 
services alternate between the 2 churches.  The Bible study group has members from the parish churches 
in Kings Walden, Offley, Lilley and the Chapel.  The World Day of Prayer rotates between the churches in 
the benefice of Kings Walden and the Chapel.  We are planning to hold a joint service to celebrate the 
Queen’s platinum jubilee.  One of the members of the congregation at Offley takes services for us at the 
Chapel. 
 
We hold Coffee Clubs on a 3 week rotating basis.  These are very relaxed, everyone sits around and chats, 
and the attendees are mostly people who live the village or used to, but not all of whom attend Church.  
We have over 400 books and several jigsaws which can be borrowed during Coffee Clubs. We also have a 
Café church a few times a year and there are several people who come to these who don’t attend our 
normal services. These services are very informal – we have coffee on arrival, people can either do a craft 
or go into the vestry for bible study, then we all meet up for a short service, followed by more coffee and 
refreshments. 
 
Our services are led by lay preachers and usually once a month by our Moderator, Rev Stephen Copson. 
We are a small congregation but very friendly and meet after the service for coffee in the school room.   
Our congregation is made up of different age groups and people from different Christian denominations.  
Everybody is welcome at our services, whether they are able to attend regularly or very occasionally.  At 
the moment we have a lady from Brazil who comes to services - although she speaks very little English, 
she enjoys the fellowship she finds with us. 



St Mary’s Church Report for Kings Walden Parish Annual Meeting 

Firstly on behalf of St Mary’s thank you to the parish council for all that you do in serving the 

local community and I also thank Lisa for accommodating me so that I can give my report now 

and still go to church this morning. 

I am speaking on behalf of the vicar, Terrance Bell as he is taking services this morning. My 

name is Sara Smith and I am a lay reader in the church which means I can take some services 

and offer pastoral care and be a link between the community and the vicar. 

Terrance is vicar of three churches, Offley, Lilley as well as Kings Walden so some of the 

activities are shared by all three churches. As Christine has already mentioned we have close 

links with the Baptist Church and support each other – we are all part of the same Christian 

family. 

Whether you attend a church or not, we are here for everyone in the parish, for example 

those major life events, like baptisms, weddings and funerals. 

The main service at St Mary’s, Kings Walden is at 11.15am, to which all are welcome. During 

the week we have a ZOOM morning prayer and Christine mentioned the Bible study group, 

which has continued on ZOOM, partly because we have had members joining us from 

Overseas. No prior knowledge of the Bible is required, just come and enjoy an hour with 

plenty of lively discussion. 

Provision for the younger age group is primarily through Messy Church, once a month, at 

Offley. Messy Church is an informal time with crafts relating to a bible story as well as food. 

Adults are welcome without children and they are well catered for with coffee and pastries! 

Every so often we run a series of discussions (Alpha) on what Christians believe. Sometimes 

people use it as a refresher course or a place to explore faith issues. If you are interested, 

please ask. 

Because of Covid, social events have been fewer but a Harvest supper was held and the 

Summer Fete will resume this year on July 10th in the field next to the hall at Kings Walden. 

As I said earlier the church is here for everyone in the parish. You are welcome. There is a 

pastoral care team and if you have a question or want to talk with someone, please contact 

Terrance (014632 768123). 

 



Women’s Institute Report for Annual Parish Meeting 

As with all clubs and societies we have had a rather difficult couple of years due to the Covid 
pandemic.  
 
During this time we did manage to hold an occasional zoom meeting in order to stay in touch, 
although a very wonderful thing to be able to do, there is nothing like meeting together in 
person. 
 
It has been a slow return for us at the WI, but we have now been meeting in our pre pandemic 
way for a few months. The only change (which we are currently trialling) is that we have been 
meeting in the afternoon rather than the evening. 
 
We hold our monthly meetings in the Village Hall on the 2nd Thursday of each month – 
between 2.30pm and 4.30pm. 
 
We enjoy a varied programme, as a rule, with either an invited speaker – where we invariably 
learn about a new subject or organisation, every day is a school day they say -  or we hold an 
informal get together organised by the committee either relating to a craft subject or we have 
quizzes and games. Everything concludes with tea, coffee, biscuits and cake…..  
 
We are lucky to have amongst us members that have lived in the village for a long time and 
during our informal meetings they give us an insight into to how things were in the village in 
years gone by. 
 
As in previous years we are planning to hold our usual annual events, which will include an 
Afternoon Tea in June and a BBQ in July. 
 
In August we have an outing to a place of interest – a house or garden. 
 
In November we celebrate our WI birthday, this year it will be 93 years. 
 
This WI belongs to a group of 5 WI’s within our area, and we have group meetings once or 
twice a year where there is a speaker and refreshments and a chance to chat with other 
members. 
 
We are a happy group of friends, as can be heard when we have our social time at the end of 
our meetings. We would love to welcome new members so that this WI can continue to grow 
and reach its 100th birthday.  
  
 
 

 

 


